
 
OUR YEAR OF GREAT TURNAROUND 

BIBLE STUDY 

 

THEME: SURVIVING YOUR WILDERNESS…Part 2 
TEXTS: GENESIS 37 & 39; PSALM 23, Psalms 84:5-7 
 
Introduction: Last week we learnt that the “wilderness is a hard, painful and often perplexing 
season which everyone goes through…often more than once in a lifetime. Jesus Christ, David, 
Joseph, the Apostles all experienced it. However, it is important to know that for God’s children 
passing through the wilderness (note- you are passing through it), it does not have to be our 
destination, it is a pathway to something greater and more glorious! Also, we must have the right 
perspective - the ‘will to live” does not merely refer to the desire to survive, it refers rather to an 
earnest determination to believe God! Faith pleases and honors God! Today, we shall look at 
“survival tip” # 2 
 
Assess / Evaluate your Situation (SWOT Analysis): 1Sam.30:1-8; 2Sam. 21:1-14; 1Chron 
20:1-12; Isa.43:1-7; Eph.6:13-18 
It is crucial to take stock of the resources you have and understand what exactly the prevailing 
situation is.   
 
A. Our Resources – We must rediscover and like never before cling to the great resources God 
has given us when we go through the wilderness. The way we use these resources will determine 
whether we will come out better or bitter! 
§ The Word of God – Psa 119:89-93, 97-99; Heb.4:14; Matt.4:1-11; 2Pet.1:3-4 
Note: God’s Word is an oasis of truth in any spiritual desert. No matter how barren the season 
may be, it is an ever-present source of renewal and strength. God’s word has incredible power 
when we BELIEVE IT, CONFESS (SPEAK IT TO THE SITUATION), PROCLAIM OR 
DECLARE IT. (Mk.11:22-23; Exo.14:13) 
§ The fellowship of the Saints – The wilderness does not have to be a lonely place for a child 

of God; we are meant to travel with one another! Gal.6:2; Heb.13:1-3; 1Cor.12:7-26; 2Cor 
1:3-11; Prov.17:17; Eccl 4:9-12; Heb.10:23-25 

§ The Comfort of the Holy Spirit – The comfort of the Holy Spirit is that you have a real & 
abiding friend who loves you; a real friend will not abandon you in the midst of difficulty. 
Like a comforter, a friend will encourage you; a friend will be beside you with strength right 
when it is needed most. Acts 1:8a; Jn.14:15-18AMPC; Rom.15:13 



Note: The comfort of the Holy Spirit comes when we allow the Spirit of our Lord to impact our 
lives as a Comforter, Teacher, Peacemaker and Helper. Standby (Paraclete). The Holy Spirit is 
our hope to get through it all, so we do not get depressed, give up, or snap. He comes alongside 
us to console or comfort, strengthen and advocate for us. 
 
B. Understand Your Situation –You must know what kind of “wilderness” you are in so that 
you know how to respond. Not all wilderness experiences are the same. Some are caused by sin 
& disobedience, and some are Holy Spirit training exercises 
 
§ Wilderness of Opposition – caused by sin & disobedience; unbelief – Num 14:20-44; Psa 

32; Heb.3:17-19; Rom 10:1-12; James 4:4-6;  
Way Out – REPENTANCE – James 4:6-10; Isa.30:1-7, 15-17; Isa 1:1-20 
Note: Repentance paves the only roadway out of wilderness of opposition. Repentance is not just 
a change of behavior; it is a total reshaping of mind and lifestyle that centers on Jesus Christ! It 
is simply put – “turning from sin/rebellion and turning to Jesus and His ways! 
 
§ Wilderness of Promotion – For God to trust you with an important assignment, He has to 

prepare you – Deut 8:1-7 
Jesus (Lk 4:1-21); Joseph (Psa 105:16-22); David (1Sam.23:13-18); Paul (Gal.1:11-17);    
John (Rev.1:9-11); Abraham (Gen 12); Moses (Exo.3:1-10) 
 
Note: 

o The wilderness is a training ground for greatness – Exo.13:17-18; Psa.105:16-22; 
David 

o In the wilderness, we are trained how to rely on God and not ourselves – 2Cor.1:8-
10; Prov 3:5-8; Heb 5:8-10 

o Our flesh is “crucified” in the wilderness- We are stripped of self-support and 
compelled to look up to God in a new way - Jn 12:24-26; Gal 2:20-21 

o We are transformed into beautiful, whole vessels the Holy Spirit can use - 2Cor.4:7-
18; Mal 3:3 – Note: God doesn’t want superficial children- who know how to act 
spiritual in the church or when life is easy, but when life’s pressures come, they 
crumble and act like the world. God wants us to be like His Son, Jesus Christ – fully 
developed and spiritual, who will go through the challenges of life and come out 
strong, shining as purified gold! James 1:2-4; 1Pet.1:6-7 

Conclusion: We cannot become seasoned saints, living like Christ, overnight. We need training! 
That is the purpose of the wilderness seasons of our lives. When God wants to promote us to a 
new level of spiritual authority, He prepares us. He trains and refines us before He can lift us into 
a new dimension of our destiny. If we resist the process, we resist the promotion. It is that 
simple! 

 
 
 


